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INTRODUCTION

Mohawk Lifts has embraced 
the tenants of sustainability 
since its founding in 
1981—long before 
mainstream consumers 
and markets demanded 
and fully recognized the 
value of locally sourced, 
long-lived products. 
Mohawk’s commitment 
to product quality has served clients both domestically and 
internationally to dependably meet their vehicle maintenance 
needs and promote the longevity of the public, private 
and personal vehicles that drive our economy. However, 
Mohawk recognizes that the same vehicles that underpin our 
economy also contribute over 1/4 of U.S. based emissions, 
a number that would be much higher if not for active and 
effective management techniques, processes, and tools. 
For 37 years Mohawk has contributed to the field of Fleet 
Management Operations as a thought- and technology-
leader, and promoted the tools and systems to decrease 
both the direct (lifecycle and parts) and indirect (emissions) 
environmental impacts of fleets in the U.S. and abroad, while 
also manufacturing products unparalleled in their longevity, 
dependability, and that, by design, minimize replacement 
parts and service requirements. 

Mohawk’s Commitment to Sustainability is evidenced in its:

•  Product Lifecycle with an industry-leading 25-year 
warranty, requiring minimal parts replacement, or frequent, 
petroleum-dependent service calls 

•  Sourcing key inputs locally and regionally, such as Steel of 
West Virginia

•  Social and Community Sustainability commitment by 
continuing to operate and employ all staff (administrative, 
manufacturing, welding, etc.) locally in Amsterdam, NY

•  Manufacturing excellence and commitment reducing its 
facilities environmental impact

•  Partnerships with industry-leading sustainability 
companies such as Hunter Engineering & Westmatic 
Vehicle Washers 

•  Leadership in groups such as the National Council of State 
Fleet Administrators (NCSFA), a leading association of 
professional committed to excellence in fleet administration 
and the greening of fleets nationally

•  Investment in core products and accessories that enable 
technicians to service vehicles resulting in increased vehicle 
lifecycle and reduced vehicle greenhouse gas emissions

PRODUCT LIFECYCLE

Sustainability accounts for the entire lifecycle impact of a product. This 
includes a product’s longevity (use-able life), and the environmental impacts 
driven by maintenance as well as the replacement cycle of a lift. To that 
end, product design and longevity affect not only performance, but the 
environment, and a product’s environmental impact can be reduced by 
designing in durability. 

To that end, product sustainability at Mohawk Lifts is based on the life of our 
lifts. At Mohawk, our lifts don’t “wear out.” Our products are built to last, and 
we stand by our two post lifts with a 25 year structural warranty. In order 
to achieve the durability objectives, Mohawk has made the strength and 
durability of our parts a priority, resulting in fewer replacements and less 
material in the waste stream. 

Mohawk fork lift channel column 
and sealed bearing (red/silver) 
shown lower with competitive lift 
bent sheet metal column and plastic 
slide block (blue/yellow).
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ITEM MOHAWK COMPETITOR DESCRIPTION – WHY MORE DURABLE AND 
MORE SUSTAINABLE 

1. Lifetime Lifting Cycles 55,000 20,000 Design, material selection and build 

2. Warranty 25 years 2 years Structural quality and materials

3.  Column Construction Fork lift mast Bent sheet metal High density steel designed at the mill for 
longevity & extended use

4. Lifting System Direct drive or direct over 
chain

Wire rope Purposed for extended use rather than 
replacement service part

5. Carriage Travel Roller Bearing Slide blocks Purposed for extended use rather than 
replacement service part

6. Swing Arms & Carriage 3/8”- 1” welded plate Bent sheet metal arms Increased rigidity and support

7. Hydraulic Fluid Delivery Stainless steel lines Rubber hoses thad 
need replacing

Lower risk of compromising structure due to 
damage (puncture etc.)

8.  Shipping for 10,000 lb. 
Capacity Vehicle Lift

< 8lbs of waste  
(weighs 2,500 lbs.)

> 25 lbs of waste 
(weighs 1,385 lbs.)

Mohawk columns are strong enough to nest 
to each other, precluding need for excess 
packaging 

9. Oil Reservoir Metal tank Plastic tank Lower risk of compromise due to damage 
(puncture ect.)

ROTARY 
LIFT

ROTARY 
LIFT

ROTARY 
LIFT



SUPPLY CHAIN

Mohawk takes tremendous pride in our legacy of US 
manufacturing and is committed to continue to manufacture 
under US based environmental, transportation and labor 
standards. To that end, Mohawk has worked diligently to 

build a US based supply chain. We view our commitment to 
employing and buying domestically as a critical component to 
our sustainability strategy. 

FEATURED VENDOR: 

Fork truck mast is the backbone of Mohawk, and is used in every certified 
Mohawk lift. The high density steel comes from a mill in West Virginia and 
represents a significant portion, in terms of total product weight, of our lifts. As 
an example, our 10,000lbs capacity System 1A columns weigh 2,364 pounds 
and as a percentage of the total product weight the fork truck steel represents 
25%.  All of our fork truck mast is sourced from US manufacturer, Steel of 
West Virginia (SWVA) and as a domestic manufacturer SWVA must comply 
with all US regulatory regimes. This results in a consistently high product 
quality and relatively low environmental impact. Beyond compliance, SWVA 
makes every effort to reduce emissions from transportation by sourcing its 
scrap steel locally (see letter below), and has invested in advanced furnace 
technology allowing it to maintain 98% post-consumer recycled content in 

PRODUCT LIFECYCLE 
LIFT VERSATILITY TO SERVE A WIDER RANGE OF VEHICLES

Low Ceiling & Multi-functional Products 
Many shops face ceiling height 
constraints. Mohawk has 
designed its lifts to operate 
in low ceiling environments. 
This functionality frequently 
results in customers opting to forgo 
shop renovations to accommodate 
the need for the extra ceiling 
height required by competitor lifts. 
Mohawk’s ability to function in low ceilinged spaces results 
in avoided demolition and construction materials reducing 
environmental impact as well as avoided project expense.

Mohawk designs options to increase the functionality of its 
core products: two-post, four-post and mobile column lifts. 
This increased functionality reduces the need for additional 
lifts, decreasing total material consumption and related 
environmental impacts. 

OPTION EXAMPLES:

Wheel engaging adapters allows 
for quick conversion from a frame 
contact lift, to a wheel engaging lift 
and back again. This option takes 
up less shop space than a 4-post lift 
and can be used for vehicle storage, 
or vehicle maintenance and service.

Front to Rear Bumper Adapters 
slip onto the forks of Mohawk’s 
Mobile column posts and provide 
contact surfaces so a vehicle can 
be raised by its bumper or frame. 
This option can eliminate the need 
for additional lifts and allows a 
shop user to maximize useable 
shop space.

Fork lift adapters allows fork lifts 
be serviced with the tires hanging 
free, and can be used on a set 
of Mobile Posts, again reducing 
the need for additional lifts and 
maximizing useable shop space.

Turf maintenance equipment & 
auto service lift allows for quick 
conversion from a frame engaging 
lift to a turf maintenance lift. In 
this way, one two-post lift can 
service both cars and trucks as 
well as zero turn mowers, turf 
equipment and four wheelers.  
This option often reduces the need 
for additional lifts and maximizes 
useable shop space.

Shown as Turf 
Maintenance Lift



ALABAMA 
SSAB Steel - Axis, AL

ARKANSAS 
Baldor Motors - Fort Smith, AR

CALIFORINIA 
Plastic Trim – Buena Park, CA 
Springs – Los Angeles, CA 
Coiled Cable Assemblies – Sante Fe, CA

CONNECTICUT 
iAnchor Bolts – South Windsor, CT 
Decals – Brandford, CT 
Decals and Tags – Stanford Springs, CT 
Sensors – Plainville, CT 
Steel – Middletown, CT 
Beam – Bridgeport, CT 
Labels – Branford, CT

FLORIDA 
Manual Binders – St. Augustine, FL

ILLINOIS 
Valves – Rolling Meadows, IL 
Power Units – Rockford, IL

INDIANA 
Transmission Jacks & Tire Dolleys – Elkhart, IN 
Steel – Fort Wayne, IN 
Chain – Indianapolis, IN

IOWA 
Ideal Industries - Fayette, IA

KENTUCKY 
Safety Lock Latch Racks—Wurtland, KY 
Kentucky Electric Steel - Ashland, KY

MASSACHUSETTS  
Labels – Springfield, MA 

Casters – Pembroke, MA 
Batteries – Auburn, MA

MICHIGAN 
Power Units – Grand Rapids, MI 
Saw Parts – Three Rivers, MI 
Hydraulic Cylinders – Grand Rapids, MI

MINNESOTA  
Stampings – Rogers, MN

MISSOURI  
Hunter Engineering - Bridgeton, MO

NEW HAMPSHIRE  
Steel – Nashua, NH

NEW JERSEY 
Bearings – Garwood, NJ 
Computer Forms – Thorofare, NJ

NEW YORK 
Cable – Saugerties, NY 
Springs – Brooklyn, NY 
Cardboard Boxes – Scotia, NY 
Fasteners – Albany, NY 
Machined Parts – Hudson Falls, NY 
Rochester – Albany, NY 
Hydraulic Fluids and Oil – Schenectady, NY 
Hydraulic Seals and Fittings – Waverly, NY 
Bearings – Troy, NY 
Hydraulic Fittings – Latham, NY 
Machined Parts – Canastota, NY 
Paint – Johnstown, NY 
Hydraulic Valves – Baldwinsville, NY 
Decals – Binghamton, NY 
Springs – Syracuse, NY 
Electrical – Albany, NY 
Custom Rubber Products – Rochester, NY 
Steel – Syracuse, NY 
Fabricated Products – Albany, NY 

ETL Testing – Cortland, NY 
Lumber – Broadalbin, NY 
Plastic Caps and Plugs – Buffalo, NY 
Light Fixtures – Angola, NY 
Steel Forgings – Syracuse, NY 
Machined Parts – Cambridge, NY 
Tube Assemblies – Camillus, NY 
Brochures – Scotia, NY 
Electrical Assemblies – Saratoga Springs, NY 
Fabricated Parts – Cortland, NY 
Electrical Assembly – Palmyra, NY

OHIO 
Sealants – Wadsworth, OH 
Hydraulic Fittings – Columbus, OH 
Steel Tubing & Chrome Plated Rod – Wooster, OH 
Cylinders – Tallmadge, OH 
Springs – Cleveland, OH

OKLAHOMA 
Decals and Tags – Tulsa, OK

OREGON 
Electrical Sensors – Corvallis, OR

PENNSYLVANIA 
Bearings – Kulpsville, PA 
Bearings – Newtown, PA 
Paint – Pittsburgh, PA

TENNESSEE 
Nucor Steel - Memphis, TN

WISCONSIN 
Decals – La Crosse, WI

WEST VIRGINIA 
Steel Channel – Huntington, WV

NATIONAL SUPPLIERS
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FACILITY & PEOPLE

Mohawk continuously works to reduce its environmental 
impact through facility improvements. Mohawk’s facility 
sustainability profile includes:

ENERGY:

•   Heat facility with natural gas which lowers GHG output 
more than heating oil. 

•  Upgrading paint system to reduce energy demand to heat 
space. Using the new paint system also has low VOC.

•  Harvesting daylight to reduce electricity consumption in 
production areas and warehouse

•  Replaced 60+ metal halide high bay lights with high 
efficiency LED lights 

MACHINE SHOP NATURAL LIGHTING

HARVESTING NATURAL LIGHTING

MOHAWK EMPLOYEE TENURE

MOHAWK IS A FEDERALLY CERTIFIED SMALL BUSINESS

LED LIGHTING THROUGHOUT FACTORY & WAREHOUSE

PEOPLE:

Founded 37 years ago, Mohawk has many employees 
who have been with the company from the beginning. 
The company works aggressively to offer good 
benefits, healthcare and competitive wages working 
to build its team and position itself for long-term 
sustainability; that’s defined as operating now, and 
continuing to build on its legacy of success for years 
to come.
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RECYCLING & WASTE:

•  Implemented office paper recycling program diverting 
quarter ton monthly

•  Achieved 73% diversion rate (% of total waste stream, both 
recyclables and municipal solid waste diverted from the 
landfill to a recycling facility)

•  Implemented cardboard recycling, diverting approximately 
4yrds and 200lbs weekly (http://www.calrecycle.ca.gov/
lgcentral/library/dsg/irecycl.htm)

•  Implemented steel scrap recycling, diverting tons monthly
SCRAP STEEL RECYCLING

SINGLE STREAM RECYCLING

POUNDS OF RECYCLABLES TO POUNDS OF TRASH

ADDITIONAL HIGHLIGHTS:

•  Paint: Mohawk is upgrading its paint system from a low to an even lower VOC 
epoxy based solution that reduces off-gassing and dries in lower temperature 
environments decreasing energy consumption

•  Minimizer: Mohawk is deploying a solvent minimizer that will recycle paint 
thinners and solvents decreasing annual consumption of solvents significantly

•  Electronic Waste: Mohawk diverts light bulbs, ballast, batteries and electronic 
equipment to an E-Waste Handler

•  Hydraulic Component Cleaning: Mohawk eliminated use of solvent and other 
hazardous cleaners in the hydraulic assembly process

MINIMIZER SAFETY CLEAN



REV 5/17

MOHAWK’S CONTRIBUTION TO FLEET MAINTENANCE AND SUSTAINABILITY

Mohawk products enable Fleet Managers and Technicians to 
efficiently and productively service fleets to increase vehicle 
lifecycle and to ensure vehicles meet state and federal 
mandates, including safety and emissions standards.

In 2014, the United States 
emitted 5.5 billion metric 
tons of carbon dioxide, of 
which 27.5% was from light 
and medium/heavy duty 
vehicles. Not surprisingly, 
maintenance of these light 
and medium/heavy duty 
fleets is paramount to 
reducing emissions. In fact, 
the U.S Department of Energy Office of Energy Efficiency & 
Renewable Energy suggests that the average gas mileage 
of a properly maintained vehicle is 4% higher in comparison 
to a poorly maintained vehicle, with an inverse correlation 
in emissions likely associated with the increase in fuel 
mileage. According to Road & Travel Magazine, during 
National Car Care Month over 90% of vehicles failed on one 
or more maintenance items; for example, 38% had low or 
dirty motor oil.  These studies combined suggest that if 35% 
of the vehicles on America’s road are under-maintained, that 
roughly 3.3% of the 1.5 billion metrics tons of carbon dioxide 
emitted from this sector result directly from poor vehicle 
maintenance practice. With fueleconomy.gov estimating each 
burned gallon of gasoline equals 20lbs of CO2 emissions, 
reducing emissions from poorly maintained vehicles could 
save up to 4.95B gallons of gas in the U.S. annually. 

The U.S Department of Energy Office of Energy Efficiency 
& Renewable Energy further estimates that tailpipe 
emissions increase by 0.2% per 1 pound per square inch 
(PSI) of underinflation in vehicle’s tires.  A study by the U.S. 
Department of Transportation National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration found that ~71% of vehicles on the 
road at any given time had underinflated tires, with more 
than 40% underinflated by 3-8 PSI, and 25% of vehicles with 
one severely underinflated tire . Combined, these estimates 
suggest that proper tire inflation could result in a four-tenths 
of one percent reduction in total annual vehicle emissions 
across the U.S. 

Mohawk’s employees, production staff, and partners work 
tirelessly to develop and promote the requisite product 
infrastructure, tools, services, best-practices, and safety 
standards to ensure that technicians in the U.S. and abroad 
are equipped to safely and dependably maintain fleets to 
reduce vehicle turnover and tailpipe emissions. 

SOURCES:  
https://www.eia.gov/environment/emissions/state/analysis/pdf/table3.pdf 
https://www.fueleconomy.gov/feg/contentIncludes/co2_inc.htm 
https://www.eia.gov/environment/emissions/state/analysis/pdf/table3.pdf 
http://www.fueleconomy.gov/feg/pdfs/811681.pdf

Average Emissions Reduction of Properly Maintained Vehicle  - 4%

Percent of Vehicles Undermaintained

Emissions Reduction Potential - U.S.

Percent Total Vehicle emissions - U.S.

20% 25% 30% 35% 40% 45% 50%

28.02 35.02 42.03 49.03 56.04 63.04 70.05

1.88% 2.35% 2.83% 3.30% 3.77% 4.24% 4.71%
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Mohawk Resources, LTD. • P.O. Box 110 • 65 Vrooman Ave • Amsterdam, NY 12010

Toll Free: (800) 833-2006 or (518) 842-1431 • FAX: (518) 842-1289 • www.mohawklifts.com

Steve Perlstein, President of Mohawk Lifts, runs 
a session at the annual APWA & NTEA Work 
Truck shows called “Keeping 
Your Fleet on the Street”. He 
discusses advances in vehicle 
lift and garage equipment 
technology to increase vehicle 
longevity/utilization and how to 
reduce emissions by keeping 
your fleet properly maintained.”


